Dirt by Lech, Bianca
The Catch 
Volume 2 Article 9 
2014 
Dirt 
Bianca Lech 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/the_catch 
 Part of the Aquaculture and Fisheries Commons, History Commons, Marine Biology Commons, 
Oceanography and Atmospheric Sciences and Meteorology Commons, and the Poetry Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Lech, Bianca (2014) "Dirt," The Catch: Vol. 2 , Article 9. 
Available at: https://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/the_catch/vol2/iss1/9 
This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@UMaine. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in The Catch by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@UMaine. For more information, please 
contact um.library.technical.services@maine.edu. 
Dirt 
 
The sign outside the last  
sardine canning factory  
in the lower forty eight  
reads: Free Fish Waste. 
A week ago, we dumped a truck 
load of guts and heads 
into the newly-dug garden bed. 
Vultures followed the  
stench but wouldn’t land 
as long as the dog was around. 
 
I know the flies got in 
because I can hear the maggots 
churning the dead fish 
into dirt. 
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